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PSALM LXXVI. 10. 


Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee: the remainder of 
| wrath ſhalt thou refirain. 


WI R is one of the moſt dreadful calamities to which the 
children of Adam are ſubject. The diſtreſſes flowing from 
it are ſo great, and the hiſtory of all ages points them out in 
ſuch ſtrong characters ; the hiſtory of all ages ſets before us ſuch 
a multitude of deſolations and flaughters proceeding from it, 
that we are ſtruck with horror at the ſurvey, and cannot 
avoid, at the firſt thought, being aſtoniſhed that ſuch a mon- 
ſter hath been permitted to deform and to ravage the creation 
of God. Nevertheleſs, in the preſent ſtate of things, where 
there are ſo many jarring intereſts, and where ſo much injuſ-- 
tice is often practiſed, hoſtilities, in the courſe of human 
events, will ariſe among the nations of the earth : but that ſuch 
an evil doth exiſt, is a ſad proof of the degeneracy of man. 
For did real goodneſs flouriſh among our race, no ſuch me- 
thod would be requiſite to ſettle the pretenſions and diſputes 
ef public communities. Accordingly, in the glorious times 
which we read of in propheey, when Chriſtianity, in its genuine 
temper and effects, ſhall be widely diffuſed, we are told that 
the martial weapons ſhall be turned into the inſtruments of 
rural induſtry; and heaven, which is the region of perfect 
virtue, we know will be the region of perfect tranquillity. 
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As war in general is ſo terrible an evil, hence there is no 
perſon who is touched with humanity, and who feels fer the 
miſeries of his fellow-creatures, but muſt ardently wiſh that 
the bleſſings of peace might always be enjoyed. As thoſe WhO 
are partakers of one common nature; as thoſe who are ani- 
mated by the merciful and benevolent ſpirit of the goſpel, we 
muſt long for the period in which the tranquillity that is now 


interrupted ſhall be reſtored. We muſt long for the period 


when friendſhip and harmony ſhall again be found among the 
inhabitants of the earth; when the buſineſs of life ſhall be 
carried on with ſafety, and its pleaſures enjoyed with comfort; 
when the huſbandman and the artiſt ſhall return with thank- 
fulneſs to their uſeful and quiet occupations ; and the parent 
ſhall fit with rapture in the midſt of undiſturbed domeſtic 
union, plenty, and happineſs. | 

But defirable as ſuch a ſtate muſt be to every good mind, 


there is, at preſent, no proſpect of its immediately taking place. 


The flames of war, which have already burned with ſuch fury, 
threaten to burn with ſtill more dreadful fierceneſs. What 
then is to be done in this awful ſituation of events? To what 
conſiderations can we have recourſe, in order to reconcile our 
minds to the diforders and deſolations that ſeem likely to be 
continued in the world? Why, the beſt method we can purſue 
is to fly to ſuitable reflections on the divine government; to 
ſurvey the wiſe ends which Providence may carry into execu- 
tion, even by the paſſions and the fury of men. For this pur- 
poſe, we have ſelected the text, which holds out ſentiments 
extremely proper to adminiſter „ in a tumultuous 


ſcene of things. 


The pſalm from which the text is Alen appears to have 
been 


„ „ Y 

Been compoſed on account of ſome eminent deliverance which, 
the Jews had received ; and celebrates the power and mercy 
of Jehovah in confounding their enemies. The ſacred author 
beautifully deſcribes the interpoſition of the Supreme Being in 
the affairs of the univerſe, and the dominion. he exerciſes over 
hem, , Among, ether. noble paſſages, he breaks out into this 
fine apoſtrophe : =  Jurely;the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee : 3 
« the remainder of wrath: ſhalt thou reſtrain.” 

Without entering into any critical niceties concerning theſe 
words, they plainly contain two truths, which will afford ſuf- 
ficient, and, I hope, uſeful matter for our preſent meditations, 
They inſtruct us, 

Firſt, That the events which proceed from the FER affections 
of mankind ſhall be over- ruled by God, to the execution of his 
own purpoſes, and the manifeſtation of his own glory: and, 

Secondly, That when they have anſwered his intentions, he 
will prevent them from doing farther miſchief. 

We ſhall illuſtrate each of theſe remarks, and then conclude 
with ſome practical reflections. 

Firſt, The events which proceed from the evil affeQions of 
mankind ſhall' be over-ruled by God, to the execution of his 
own. purpoſes, and the manifeſtation of his own glory. 
here is in the text an eſpecial reference to the wars that are 
kindled by the paſſions of men; and accordingly, we ſhall, 
at this time, chiefly direct our attention to public commotions; 
though without excluding other circumſtances that may ſerve 
to throw light on the general ſubject, 

It is a ſublime and tranſporting thought, that the concerns 
of. the world are under the divine management; and that 


while the human race are hurried on by their wicked deſires, 
B.2. and. 


(CE). 


and ambitious projects; that, while they are, pe rhaps, op- 


poſing to the utmoſt the ſacred intereſts of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, they are, notwithſtanding, only defeating their own views, 
and carrying on the very ſchemes they deteſt. Let it, how- 


ever, be obſerved, that this doth not leſſen the enormity of their 


conduct. Their follies and vices are the ſame, and their crimes 


equally aggravated. They are tranſgreſſing againſt the holy 
and exalted Majeſty of heaven and earth, and will receive the 


juſt retribution of their impious intentions. If their abomina- 


ble enterprizes are brought to confuſion, and are made to pro- 
duce conſequences of the moſt excellent and valuable nature, 
this is not owing to them, but to God. It is his wiſdom, ſkill, 
and mercy that converts their pernicious attempts into an illuſ- 
trious diſplay of his own perfections, and an illuſtrious advance- 
ment of the true welfare of his rational offspring. Indeed, 
nothing leſs could be expected from an attentive conſideration of 
his character, as the director of the univerſe. As he is infinite- 
ly intelligent, powerful, and gracious ; as he hath a ſovereign 
dominion over the whole frame of things; as his adminiſtra- 


tion is calculated to produce the higheſt happineſs of the 


ſyſtem ; he will not ſuffer himſelf to be defeated in his grand 
and benevolent deſigns. He would not have permitted ſuch 
creatures as we are to have exiſted ; —nor the effects to 
ariſe that ſpring from our paſſions, unleſs he could have ren- 
dered them conſiſtent with the ends of his government, and 


unleſs he cou'd have finally converted them to the manifeſtation 
of his rectitude and benignity. Theſe ſentiments are agree- 


able to ſcripture, where, in general, all events are aſcribed to the 
eternal Jehovah ; and where the prophetic writings in particu- 
lar, teach us that the diſturbers of the earth, while they are 

| puſhing 


772-447 


puſhing forward their own ſchemes, are only blindly executing 
the deſigns of Heaven. Thus we read, Prov.. xix. 21. that 
though there are many devices in men's hearts, nevertheleſs, 
the counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand. Thus the Aſſyrian, If. 
x. 5. 7, is repreſented as the rod of the divine anger, and the 
flaff of the divine indignation, though he himſelf had no 
knowledge of the purpoſes which he was employed to exe- 
cute. But to come to the more diſtinct illuſtration of our ſub- 
ject, we may obſerve, firſt, 

That the wars occaſioned by the wrath of man may praiſe 
God, as they may become the inſtruments of inflicting his 
chaſtiſements on ſinful nations. 

In the courſe of his diſpenſations, it may be neceſlary, in or- 
der to aſſert his ſupreme honour, and to promote the benefit of 
the world, that degenerate ſocieties ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed. 
This appears both from the reaſon of the thing, and from a 
number of paſſages in the ſacred records, Now the ſword is 
one of the methods which Providence makes uſe of to viſit for 
the tranſgreſſions of a vicious people. It is frequently ſpoken 
of in this light in the Old Teſtament ; and in Ezek. xiv. 21. it 
is ranked among the four ſore judgments of Jehovah, and united 
with the famine, the noiſome beaſt, and the peſtilence. Nor 
is war the leſs a judgment for being carried on by the inſtru- 
mentality of men : it is as much ſo as other calamities that may 
ſeem to proceed from the more immediate interpoſition of the 
Almighty. The Supreme Being has different ways of correcting 
his creatures, and this perhaps is the moſt effectual method of 
his doing it; for the deſolations that ariſe from it are peculiarly 
durable, extenſive, and fatal. Scarcity of bread, infeQtious 
diſorders, inundations, and earthquakes, are evils which may 
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CE] = 
ſeldom occur, and perhaps, may laſt but a little time; whereas 
war is a ſcourge which hath continued to affli the human 
race in all ages. It is often protracted for a number of years ; 
and produces the moſt complicated diſtreſſes. Innumerable ills. 
. proceed roy Aeg poverty, want, and diſeaſe are it train, 
8 Well as wo i ds Ahd ſlaughter. It may: bes edobyitthes 
"Ns as ; the means of puniſhing the-nations on 11 1 


ides, 

who are engaged i in hoſtilities The moſt ſucceſsful people 
muſt feel its evil effects in various inſtances, and in a certain 
degree be chaſtened: And as to. the vanquiſhed. parties, they 
will find it a heavy burthen indeed, a ſharp and dangerous 
malady. May not the offences, likewiſe, of thoſe who fight 
in the cauſe of juſtice be corrected by it, as well as the offences 
of thoſe who fight in the cauſe of oppreſſion? Yes, the 


Supreme Ruler of the univerſe. may fix upon this method of 


viſiting for the tranſgreſſions of thoſe who take up arms in an 
honourable conteſt, Hence that community which is the moſt 
righteous may not always be victorious, becauſe the ſchemes. 
of Providence may require it to be. humbled ;. and the Almigh-- 


ty may employ more wicked inſtruments for that purpoſe. 


Farther, | 

The commotions occaſioned by the wrath: of man may 
praiſe God, or execute his deſigns, as they may tend to check 
the vices, and call forth the virtues of public ſocieties. 

Though war would be very. unſuitable in- a world where 
perfect goodneſs abeunded, yet in ſuch a diſtracted ſcene as 


the preſent, it may be extremely uſeful in a moral view; and 


that not merely in the way of judgment, but of diſcipline. It 
may be extremely uſeful, to keep nations from the pride and 


inſolence of proſperity, to. prevent theig running into uncon- 
| trolled. 


| 19-1 
trolled iniquity, and to rouſe their abilities, activity, ahd pæ- 
triotiſm. The body politic may ſtand in need of the ſame 
treatment which is neceſſary for ſingle perſons. We know 
that ſingle perſons, were they to meet with no reſtraints and 
afflictions, would fall into a ſlothful and careleſs temper: Their 
paſſions would gain an undue aſcendancy their commend- 
able qualities would lie dormant, or perhaps, be deſtroyed ; and 
they -would produce no valuable fruits of righteouſneſs, Hard- 
ſhips and d:fficulties are the correctives that bring us to our- 
ſelves, ſubdue our wrong inclinations, ſummon up the powers 
of our ſouls, lead us to our duty and our God, and render us 
eminently virtuous. Thus, likewiſe, it is with reſpect to 
communities. Let us conſider, in the preſent depraved ſtate 
of the world, what would be the effect, if nations were in no 
danger from enemies; if they had nothing to oppoſe them; 
and were fixed in a ſituation of perfect ſecurity. The exam- 
ple of what great empires have actually been, when they have 
arrived to a height of eſtabliſhment and dominion much ſu- 
perior to the neighbouring countries, may inſtruct us what 
would be the caſe. Did nations enjoy a complcte proſperity, 
a proſperity interrupted by no calamities, no apprehenſions, 
would not the baleful weeds of folly, vanity, ſelfiſhneſs, pride, 
ſenſuality, and luxury, ſpring up apace among them, and 
ſpread to an enormous degree ? Having nothing to alarm, no- 
thing to rouſe them, would not vice flouriſh, and virtue 
hide her head ? War therefore may be, ſometimes, in the courſe 
of the divine government, a neceſſary purification of the body 
politic, which removes its bad humours, and reſtores it to health 
and vigour. Hence ſocieties may be brought to themſelves ; 
and acquire that reflection, firmneſs, and activity, which ſhall 
| not 
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not only preſerve their welfare, but fix it on a more ſolid and 
durable foundation. | 

Again, the events occaſioned by the wrath of man may alle 
God, as he may canſe the wrath of man to carry on ſome pe- 
culiar purpoſes of his providence and goodneſs. 

How fooliſh, and how blind, are the children of Adam! 
They contrive a variety of arrogant and impious fchemes ; 
and hope to ſubject every thing to the gratification of their paſ- 
fions. The potentates of the earth plan conqueſts, kindle the 
flames of war, and flatter themſelves with being lords of the 
globe. But, all this while, they know not that they are con- 
trolled by an inviſible hand ; and that the Supreme Ruler only 
uſes them as inftruments for executing his deſigns. There is 


a fine connection eſtabliſhed between the civil and the moral 


ſtate of the world. The revolutions that happen in nations are 
direted by God in a ſubferviency to his moral intentions, and 
his religious diſpenſations ; and the tracing, of this union is a 
noble ſpeculation, which affords the moſt conſoling and ſub- 
lime idea of our Maker's wiſe and benevolent governinent. 
Thus Cyrus, when he went forth conquering and to conquer, 
was no more than an agent fixed upon by Jehovah. He is 
ſpoken of, by Iſaiah, in this view, and his victories foretold 
long before his birth. He was raiſed up, in order to reſtore 
the deſcendants of Abraham to their own land, and to give 
commiſſion for the rebuilding of the temple. © For Jacob my 


e ſervant's ſake, and Iſrael mine elect, ſaith the Lord, © I 
4 have even called thee by thy name; I have ſurnamed thee, 


though thou haſt not known me.“ If. xlv. 4. Thus Alex- 
ander the Great, when he ſubdued rhe Perſian monarchy, with 


fuch, almoſt, inconceivable rapidity, promoted the intentions of 


Heaven ; 
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Heaven ; and by the privileges he beftowed on the Jews, and 
the diſperſion of the Greek tongue, paved the way for the 
knowledge of the truth, and the appearance of the Meſſiah. 
This too was remarkably the caſe with regard to the Roman 
empire. The aſtoniſhing height of power and grandeur to 
which ſhe arrived was permitted and appointed by God, m 
order to introduce ſuch a ſtate bf things as was neceſſary to the 
communication, the reception, and the propagation of the Goſ- 
pel. It was only the aim of the Romans to devour the earth, 
and to tread it down, and to break it to pieces; but, at the 
{ſame time, they were preparing the way for the noble triumphs 
of our holy religion. Thus, likewiſe, Henry VIII. of England, 
when he was ſolicitous to obtain a divorce from his firſt queen, 
Catharine, ſought for nothing more than the gratification of 
his private deſires. The paſſions, however, of the king were 
ſo managed, by the Supreme Governor of the world, as to open 
the path for that glorious reformation, the poſſeſſion of which 
is our higheſt honour and happineſs. Indeed, we have no 
reaſon to doubt but that all the commotions of the world will 
be rendered ſubſervient to the purpoſes of the divine Provi- 
dence and Goodneſs, 
We ſhall add, once more, under this head, 
That the wrath of man may praiſe God, as it may end in 
effects diametrically oppoſite to what was intended by it; and 
ſuch effects as are peculiarly favourable to the intereſts of reli- 
gion, virtue, and juſtice. a . 
This muſt be allowed to be the moſt beautiful manifeſtation 
of the ſkill of the Almighty, and the moſt illuſtrious diſplay of 
his benevolence. The rulers of the earth may ſet themſelves 
againſt the Lord: they may form pernicious projects, and may 
C | breathe 
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desde perſecution, ſlaughter, and deſtruction. Their rage 


may mount to a prodigious height, and threaten the moſt dread- 


ful conſequences. But all. this while the Governor of the uni- 


verſe, who ſitteth ſupreme in the heavens, ſhall have them in 
deriſion. He ſhall laugh at their attempts, and confound their 
- enterpriſes. He ſhall, according to the declarations of Scrip- 


ture, diſappoint the devices of the crafty ; cauſe the miſchief of 
the wicked to fall on their own heads, and their violent dealing 
to produce their own ruin. Vid. Job v. 12, and Pſ. vii. 16. 
The ſtory of Haman is a very remarkable illuſtration of our 
ſubject. That proud and envious nobleman had contrived, as 
He imagined, the irreverſible ruin of the Jews; but it fell upon 


himſelf and his adherents. He had erected for Mordecai a gallows 
fifty cubits high; but he was hanged upon it himſelf, —The bre- 


thren of Joſeph, when they had ſold him to the Midianites, 


believed that they had put an end to all his ſuperiority over 
them. But the providence of God rendered his ſlavery and 


impriſonment the means of his advancement ; raiſed him to be 


the governor of Egypt, and the preſerver of the kingdom; 


brought the ſons of Jacob to ſhame, remorſe, and humiliation; 
and obliged them to acknowledge the over-ruling hand of Je- 
hovah. Thus alſo the implacable enemies of our Saviour, when. 
they had inffid ed upon him the death of the croſs, imagined 
that they had effectually deſtroyed his claims and his intereſts ; 
but from his death, and his reſurrection from the dead, have 
ſprung our faireſt hopes, our beſt conſolations, our everlaſting 
felicity. From the martyrdom likewiſe of the apoſtles aroſe a 
ſtrong confirmation, and a wide diffuſion of the Goſpel.. 

Moreover, if we look into. modern hiſtory, we ſhall meet 
with. ſeveral events which clearly ſhew that the wrath of man 
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is made to produce efteQs directly oppoſite to what᷑ it intended. 
Thus, when Philip II. king of Spain uſed the moſt tyrannical 
methods to root out the remains of civil and religious liberty 
that were left among his ſubjects in the Low Countries, what 
was the reſult of his barbarous proceedings ? Why, the reſult 
of them was, that the people roſe up againſt the monſtrous op- 
preſſions they laboured under, fought bravely for their privi- 
leges, reſcued themſelves from the yoke of bondage, and founded 
the illuſtrious republic of the United Provinces, — Similar to 
this, but conducted in a much happier manner, was the glo- 
rious revolution in England. James II. attempted to reduce 
us to abſolute ſlavery, both temporal and ſpiritual ; and he 
puſhed forward his deſigns with eagerneſs, zeal, and rapidity. 
But the fury with which he proceeded, effectually opened the 
eyes of the nation; and not merely diſappointed his in- 
tentions, but occaſioned ſuch an eſtabliſhment and extenſion 
of the freedom of our conſtitution as would not otherwiſe 
have been thought of. It occaſioned a ſettlement which can- 
not eaſily be paralleled in the records of mankind ; a ſertlement 
to which we are indebted for our moſt valuable enjoyments, 
and which hath exalted the advantages. of Britain' above the 
advantages of moſt of the kingdoms of the globe. But it is 
high time that we proceed to ſhew, 
Secondly, that when the events which proceed from the evil 
affections of the inhabitants of the earth, have anſwered the pur- 
poſes of God, he will then reſtrain and prevent their farther 

operations, 
I am not inſenſible that ſome commentators have aſſigned a 
different meaning to the latter part of the text: but the ſenſe 


we have followed is ſo obvious, ſo natural, and fo ſuitable to 
Ca 
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the general ſcope of the paſſage, that, without entering into a 
particular vindication of it, we ſhall go on to obſerve, 

Firſt, That Jehovah may reſtraia the wrath of man, by 
giving a remarkable check to the enterpriſes which flow 
from 1t. "FEE | 

That God hath abſolute ability to do ſo : that, whenever he 
pleaſes, he can put a ſtop to all the impious ſchemes and un- 
dertakings of the children of Adam, we are well aſſured ; and 
that, in certain inſtances, he not only can, but will, do it, we 
may conclude from the wiſdom, rectitude, and benevolence of 


his nature, and from the gracious ends of his government. He 


will not permit the cauſe of truth and integrity to be finally 


oppreſſed, though, for valuable purpoſes, he may leave it for a 
period in a ſuffering ſtate. Accordingly, we find from expe- 


rience, that when the fury of ryrannical men hath attempted 


to puſh forward beyond the bounds preſcribed by the Su- 
preme Being, he hath arreſted the remainder of it in the midſt 


of its courſe, and hath ſaid, Here ſhall thy proud waves be 


ſtayed.” This was the caſe with reſpect to Sennacherib, 
the king of Aſſyria. He came up againſt Hezekiah, and the 
land of Judea, with the utmoſt confidence of ſucceſs ; uſed the 
moſt intolerable inſolence of language, and defied the God of 


Jacob. For a time he ſeemed to triumph; but behold ! how 


ſuddenly, how totally, he was at length confounded ! The angel 
of the Lord deſtroyed his whole army in one night, and ſig- 
nally verified the aſſertion in the text.—So Pharaoh, agitated by 
his rage againſt the Iſraelites, preſſed after them into the Red 
Sea: when ſoon the waves returned into their natural poſition, 
and he was drowned with all his hoſt, * The depth covered 
them, and they ſank into the bottom as a ſtone, '—* They 

| « fank 
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* ſank as lead in the mighty waters *. If we have recourſe 
to prophane hiſtory, we ſhall perceive examples of the rebukes 
which Jehovah hath given to unjuſt and tyrannical enterpriſes, 
though the rebukes have not been equally miraculous. Thus the 
famous Spaniſh armada was completely defeated in 1588. Philip 
had for many years troubled the repoſe of pur country; and 
at laſt his rage arrived to ſuch a height that nothing leſs would 
eontent him than our abſolute ſlavery and ruin. His mighty 
fleet filled us indeed with alarms, but it did no more, The 
hand of the Lord appeared in our favour; and our enemies: 
were ſcattered by the breath of his mouth ; by the ſtorms and 
tempeſts that deſtroyed or diſperſed this formidable naval force. 
To this we may add the invaſion of the republic of Holland, in 
1672, by Lewis XIV.; an invaſion founded on ſuch an open 
violation of integrity, juſtice, and the faith of treaties, that a 

greater inſtance of public iniquity can ſcarcely be produced. 
For a while he was victorious, and ſpread terror and deſola- 
tion around him; but in what did his triumphs and conqueſts. 
end ? The love of liberty found reſources in deſpair itſelf ; the 
genius of William, Prince of Orange, was called forth: he put 
himſelf at the head of his fellow citizens, and reſcued them from 
the jaws of deſtruction. Nay, Europe ſtarted from her lethargy : 
and hence a combination was formed againſt the haughty mo- 
narch of France, which, in the ſequel, reduced his grandeur, 
and broke his power. e : 

Farther, God may reſtrain the remainder of the wrath of 
men, by bringing about a change in their wills and purpoſes. 

This is as effectual a method of doing it as the other we have 


Exodus, xv. 5. 10. 


mentioned; 
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mentioned; and where it can be taken, conſiſtently with the 
nature of the human mind, and the deſigns of Providence, is, 
to our apprehenſion, much more agreeable. Indeed, it is very 
ſuitable to our beſt notions of the Supreme Being, to ſuppoſe 
that he ſhould ſometimes adopt this way of preventing the evil 
effects that might proceed from the paſſions of his creatures, 
Accordingly, Solomon tells us, Prov. xxi. 1, that“ the king's 
heart is in the hand of the Lord; as the rivers of water, he 
e turneth it whitherſoever he will.” It is a beautiful circum- 
ſtance, when, in the courſe of things, the Almighty ſo orders it, 
that the views and ſchemes of impious and unjuſt men ſhall be 
altered ; and that, from being enemies, they ſhall become friends 
to the intereſts of truth and goodneſs. Thus Saul of Tarſus, af- 
terwards St. Paul, when he breathed threatening and ſlaughter 
againſt the church, was arreſted in the midſt of his career; 
and thence forward became a moſt zealous preacher, propagator, 
and defender of the Goſpel he had ſo violently oppoſed. —Thus 
Nebuchadnezzar, in the caſe of the three young men, Shadrach, 
Meſhach, and Abednego, who were miracylouſly delivered 
from the burning fiery furnace, was obliged publicly to pro- 
claim that there was no god like unto their God. — We read 
likewiſe in hiſtory, that Alexander the Great, when he was 
marching to puniſh the Jews, who had offended him, was in- 
duced to lay aſide his intentions, by the high prieſt, who 
ſhewed him the prophecies Daniel had leit concerning him. 

Where there is no extraordinary interpoſition, a change may 


be, wrought in the purpoſes of the ſons of Adam, by the ordi- 


nary method of the divine dealings and operations. They may 
be placed in certain ſituations, where ſuch arguments and re- 
flections ſhall be ſet before them, as ſhall occaſion an entire al- 


teration 
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teration i in their ſentiments and deſigns. Without any reſtraint 
upon their faculties, it may be provided that they ſhall ſee things 
in a new and a different light. Thus the officers who were 
ſent to ſeize our bleſſed Saviour, were ſo ſtruck with the excel- 
lence of his diſcourſes, and the beauty and dignity with which 
he delivered them, that they were not able to execute their com- 
miſſion ; but returned to their maſters with the nobleſt enco- 
mium on his manner of ſpeaking. Once more, 

With regard to war, God may reſtrain the remainder of the 
wrath of man, by occaſioning tranquillity to be reſtored in the 
earth. 

That he is the maker of peace, he hath himſelf expreſsly aſ- 
ſerted—If. xlv. 7. He is the author of all our enjoy ments, 
and of this great bleſſing among the reſt. Nor is he leſs the 
author of it for bringing it about by the intervention of natural 
cauſes, and the influence of human agents. Motives, medi- 
ations, treaties, are the methods he hath appointed for this 
purpoſe; and unleſs we will uſe them in a proper manner, we 
cannot expect to ſheath the ſword of battle. When the com- 
motions among the nations have fully anſwered the ſchemes of 
the divine government, the Almighty will then draw them to 
a period. He will inſtil the love of peace into the hearts of the 
contending powers; and will incline them to hearken to terms 
of accommodation. Perpetual wars cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt be- 
tween the countries of the globe. Did the paſſions of men in 
this reſpect rage without intermiſſion, the world would become 
a field of blood, a dreary deſert, an intolerable habitation. Je- 
hovah, therefore, will provide for the reſtoration of tranquillity. 
He will give to communities reſt from their fears, their loſſes, 
their deſolations, and their hard ſufferings, which they were 


made 
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made to undergo. This he did to the Jews when they had 
been ſufficiently corrected by their adverſaries. This he hath 
done in all.ages, to other nations; and this we hope he will 
ere long do to the ſtates that are now oppoling each other witk 
ſuch uncommon fury. We hope that be will ſuppreſs the tu- 
mults, the madneſs, and the barbarities of men ; command the 
<lafhing of arms and the roaring of the artillery to ceaſe; direct 
the murderous inſtruments of execution to op their cruel 
operations; and unite the contending parties in the bonds of 
amity. Delightful time! when peace ſhall be reſtored! May 
it fly on its ſwifteſt wings, with innumerable bleſſings in its 

train | 4 
And now, from what hath been ſaid; the diſturbers of the 
world might ſee that they cannot effeQtually fight againſt God. 
Il ſay, they might ſee this; but that they will not in fact at- 
tend to ſo important a truth, is much to be apprehended. They 
will probably puſh forward their impious projects; but if they 
obſtinately perſiſt in their injuſtice and iniquity, let them re- 
member, that their attempts ſhall ſooner or later be confounded. 
While they are eagerly ſtriving to cruſh the intereſts of man- 
kind, they ſhall in the concluſion contribute to their eſtabliſh- 
ment and increaſe. It is not to be expected that the voice of 
preachers ſhould be regarded, amidft the madneſs of ambition, 
and the rage of war: but if we could be heard, we would cry 
out as loudly as poſſible : Be wiſe, O! ye governors! Be in- 
ſtructed, O! ye warriors of the earth! Know, that with your 
utmoſt efforts you cannot finally triumph over the cauſe of 
honour, rectitude, and religion. Know, that Jehovah rides 
in the whirlwinds you raiſe ; that he can direct the ſtorm in 
A manner entirely different from what yourſelves intend ; and 
3 that 
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that lie can pour it in all its fury upon your own heads. Know, 
that he over- rules your .enterpriſes ; that he will quaſh them, 
when they are contrary to his gracious purpoſes ; and that he 
will make you, in oppoſition to your own views, the inſtruments 
of carrying on his deſigns, and of teſtifying, in the face of the 
world, his perfections, his praiſes, and his glory. Be per- 
ſuaded, therefore, to yield a willing ſubjection to the Controller 
of univerſal nature. 

From the conſiderations which have been offered, it farther 
appears, that we have abundant reaſon to rejoice in the divine 
government. | 
Ihe divine government is admirable, in whatever light we 
ſurvey. it. Such is the wiſdom, and ſueh the benevolence of 
the Deity, that the moſt unpromiling events are rendered ſub- 
ſervient to che intentions of his benignity. Nothing can de- 
feat, his gracious, counſels, nothing can ſucceſsfully oppoſe his 
_ determinations. ' Even the worſt paſſions of men ſhall, in 
their conſequences, contribute to the brighter diſplay of the 
Kill, the equity, the mercy of the Supreme Ruler. Hence 
we have ample ground to cry out, © Hallelujah! for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.” Hence we have ample ground 
to call upon the heavens to ſing, and to bid the earth be glad. 
What a noble foundation doth this truth lay for a cheerful 
truſt in the protection and favour of our Maker! The wicked 
may, indeed, draw from it matter of alarm and terror; but to 
the righteous it is a ſource of perpetual and unſpeakable con- 
Aolation, It may, indeed, be neceſſary that even the righteous 
ſhould ſuffer for a time; but then they are aſſured of a final re- 
leaſe ; they are aſſured that all their diſtreſſes ſhall operate to 
their greater felicity. 


D Again, 
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1 
Again, we may perceive, from what hath been ſaid, the 
propricty of ſeeking unto God, with humble ſupplications for 
his protection and ſupport. 

Doth the eternal Creator regulate the affairs of the world ? 
Doth he make them ſubſervient to his own wiſe and benevo- 
lent purpoſes ? Can we do nothing in oppoſition to him, and 
without his concurrence ? To whom then ſhould we look tn 
our public concerns ? Why, we ſhould look to the Being from 
whom alone our help can come. Senſible that our dependence 
is upon the Lord of hoſts, and that his interpoſition is neceſſary 
to our welfare; ſenſible that ſhould he withdraw his favour, the 
fair fabric of our happineſs would fall to the ground, we ſhould 
ardently implore that he would not deprive us of his kindneſs. 
We need not ſay, that there is the utmoſt reaſon: for the moſt 


_ fervent ſupplications to the Majeſty of heaven and earth. We 


need not ſay, that the ſituation of this country, from its being 
involved in war, and from the injuries which trade and com- 
merce have ſuffered, is truly affecting and awful. We need not 
ſay, that the proſpects of diſtreſs and deſolation in Europe are 
alarming beyond almoſt any former periods of its hiſtory. We 
need not ſay, that rivers of blood have already been ſhed, and that 
they will probably (I fear I may add certainly) flow in larger 
ſtreams during the courſe of the year. We need. not ſay, that 
it is not in human wiſdom poſitively to pronounce when an end 
ſhall be put to the violence and cruelties of the contending par- 
ties. We need not ſay, that the wrath of man hath ſeldom aſſumed 
a more threatening appearance, whether we conſider, on the one 
hand, the. combination of the ſovereigns of Europe, or, on the 
other hand, the fierce and barbarous ſpirit of thoſe who have 
taken the lead among the French people. We need not ſay, 


that 
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that it is only the Supreme W of the univerſe who can 
cauſe the wrath of man to praiſe him, and who can reſtrain 
the remainder of that wrath. It is his power, his wiſdom, Lis 

benevolence alone that can elicit good from ill; that can eon- 
vert the angry paſſions of men to the execution of his gracious 
purpoſes ; that can make light to ariſe out of darkneſs, and 
order from confuſion ; that can render the ſufferings and mi- 
ſeries of mankind the inſtruments of producing, in the final 
reſuit of things, a brighter diſplay of his moral government, and 
a ſuperior portion of knowledge, virtue, and happineſs. 

With a firm conviction of theſe important truths, we ſhould 
offer our humble addreſſes to the God and Father of mercies. 
We ſhould implore the pardon of our own fins, and of the fins 
of the nation to which we belong. We ſhould pray that a 
general ſpirit of piety and virtue may prevail in the land. We 
ſhould pray that public calamities may be averted, and the 
public felicity r. ſtored and increaſed. We ſhould pray that 
mankind may be equally delivered from the deſpotiſm of ty- 
ranny, and the diſorders of anarchy. We ſhould pray that 
civil and religious liberty may every where be eſtabliſhed on a 
firm, temperate, and rational foundation, We ſhould pray that 
the feelings of hu nanity may enter into the boſums of men, 
and diſpoſe them to mutual offices of forbearance and kindneſs. 
We ſhould pray that the wrath of man, which now burns with 
ſo much fury, may be ſpeedily and effeQually reſtrained ; and 
that it may praiſe God by being converted into a more ardent 
deſire for the reſtoration of peace and tranquillity, and into a 
more earneſt ſolicitude for fixing the happineſs of nations on a. 
folid and permanent baſis, 


Laſtly, 


\ 
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Laſtly, We ſhould be ſolicitous to behave in ſuch a manner 
that God may not finally forſake us. 

Our fins, that have abounded among ns, are the caufes which 
give us reaſon to be afraid, leſt the Almighty fhould permit 
the paſſi ons of men to rage againſt us, in the way of judgment. 
Our vices are the grand evils which have a formidable aſpe& on 
our preſent felicity, and our future hopes and happineſs. Should 
we not then be anxious to remove every cloud, by removing, as 
far as we are able, every cauſe that occaſions a cloudto hang over 
our heads? And how can this be done, but by real penitence and 
lincere reformation? We know that if a nation ſhall repent of its 
iniquities, and return unto God, with a genuine amendment and 


true holineſs, it will have the fulleſt ground to expect the moſt 
beneficial conſequences. Would we, therefore, obtain a ſolid 
tranquillity, and a durable felicity, a ſpirit of piety and virtue 


ſhould ſpread through the land; and all ranks of perſons ought 


to concur in bewalling and correCting their vices. But how 
is ſo deſirable an event to be produced? It can only be pro- 
duced by each of us taking heed to his own paths, and his own 
doings. If we have any regard to our own intereſts, or the 


intereſts of our country; if we have any concern for our 
temporal and eternal bliſs ; if we would deſerve the name of 
Britons, the name of Chriſtians, and the name of Proteſtants, 
let every one of us inſtantly begin for ourſelves the great work 
of repentance and univerſal goodneſs. Let us deeply humble 
our ſouls in the preſence of our Maker, for our repeated and 
aggravated offences ; apply, through the Mediator of the new 
covenant, for the pardon of our iniquities ; form the ſincereſt 
reſolutions that we will ſerve the Lord; and look up to God 
for his aſſiſtance in ſtrengthening and eſtabliſhing our pious de- 

terminations, 
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| terminations. Let our characters be diſtinguiſhed by all the 
amiable and excellent attainments and virtues which are urged. 
by the precepts, and recommended by the example of Jeſus. 
Let us alſo ſtudy, in our ſeveral ſtations, to promote reform- 
ation among others. Let our own families be altars to Je- 
hovah, where are offered up the daily ſacrifices of prayer and 
praiſe. Let us exert ourſelves to diſſuſe the principles of piety 
and righteouſneſs, wherever our influence extends. 'Thus ſhall 
we become bleſſings in the creation of God. Thus ſhall we 
beſt contribute to the ſecurity and proſperity of our native land: 
And thus, whatever revolutions, cataſtrophes, and deſolations, 
divine Providence may permit to be produced by the wrath of 
men, one thing we ſhall be ſure of, aud that is, a kingdom which 
cannot be moved, eternal in the heavens. Amen. 
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